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3D graphics
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Location-based services
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Augmented Reality
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driving force: 
“data is the new intel 

inside” (Tim oʼreilly)
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Social practice:
“personal informatics”
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Social practice:
user-generated content
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Technological change:
sensors
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Policies: open GIS, open data
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Phone (GPS/
cell-id, camera, 
mp3, web 
browsing...)

Urban sensors

Flickr pictures
Spatial coordinates
Movements
...

Public data
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some examples
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Real Time Rome 
(Sensable City Lab)
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Bike rentals in Paris 
(Fabien Girardin)
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Barcelona on Flickr 
(Fabien Girardin)
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Barcelona on Flickr 
(Fabien Girardin)
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Spain on Flickr 
(Sensable City Lab)

Monday, October 26, 2009



Monday, October 26, 2009



what’s the point?

Monday, October 26, 2009



1. Reveal the invisible
+ improve statistics
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2. Make people participate
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3. Evaluate urban strategy 
(Sensable City Lab)
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4. Improve the infrastructure?
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4. Improve the infrastructure?
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Citysense shows you how active 
locations are right now and which 
ones are abnormally active. It sees 
cities “from above and puts the 
top live hotspots in your hand” by 
crunching vast amounts of data 
emanating from thousands of cell-
phones, GPS-equipped cabs and 
other data devices to paint live 
pictures of where people are 
gathering.

5. New forms of (real-time) 
services
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5. Allow people to make 
informed decisions
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6. Dynamic signage
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problems?
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privacy
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infrastructure problems
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technological flaws
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uncertainty, accuracy troubles
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conclusion

• Hybridization of the digital and the physical

• Records of people interactions (intentional or implicit) 
enable to quantify our behaviors and create new 
indicators

• These traces lead to lots of opportunities: detailed 
analysis of touristsʼ experience (marketing+evaluation 
tool) + create tourist activity/infrastructures accordingly 
+ design real-time information applications for tourists

• Both for tourists AND services providers + public 
bodies
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merci
nicolas@liftlab.com 
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